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Connections
College of Education and Professional Studies Newsletter
 After four years as 
the dean of the College of 
Education and Professional 
Studies and two years as 
chair of the department of 
Educational Administration, 
Dr. Charles Rohn reﬂ ects 
upon his time spent in one 
of the fastest growing un-
dergraduate programs on 
Eastern Illinois Universi-
ty’s campus. 
 Posed to retire on June 30, 
2006, Rohn has worked closely with 
the numerous faculty members and 
department chairs of the college to 
ensure that Eastern continues to pro-
vide quality education programs to 
students.
 “The past few years have 
been challenging ﬁ nancial times for 
higher education. At the same time, 
enrollments at Eastern and in this 
college have grown. Assuring that 
increasing numbers of students are 
provided with outstanding programs 
during times when resources have been 
limited has been a challenge,” said    
Rohn.
 “Thanks to strong support 
from our administration and inno-
vation work by many people within 
the college has allowed us to work 
through this time very well.”
 Rohn, who earned his masters 
degree from the University of 
Illinois at Springﬁ eld and his 
Ph.D. from Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale, 
came to Eastern with an 
extensive background in the ﬁ eld 
of education. The dean’s experi-
ence includes 27 years in K-12 
schools as a teacher, prin-
cipal and superintendent. 
Additionally, he spent two 
years teaching Educational 
Administration courses prior to his 
employment at Eastern. 
 In addition to his duties as 
dean, Rohn has also taught a variety 
of courses in Educational Administra-
tion, courses which primarily focused 
on school and community relations 
and school law.
 During his tenure, Rohn has 
published twelve articles in schol-
arly and professional journals and 
completed numerous presentations 
at national and state conferences. 
His research interests primarily focus 
on school effectiveness and school 
improvement, school structure and 
the impact of school consolidation, 
and quality and quantity indicators for 
school superintendents. 
The dean has been active and 
served in various leadership roles in 
the Illinois Association of Deans of 
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Public Colleges of Education, the 
Illinois Educational Research Coun-
cil, the Illinois Association of School 
Administrators, the Illinois Principals 
Association, and associated national 
and local organizations.
 In the past four years, Rohn 
has found that his time spent with 
K-12 administrators, regional su-
perintendents, and administrators 
from other universities has been the 
most rewarding aspect of his job.
 “They regularly tell me of 
the very strong reputation of our 
programs and graduates. I regularly 
hear of how eager they are to hire East-
ern graduates and how successful the 
ones they’ve hired have been,” he said. 
 “It consistently veriﬁ es the 
very high quality of students and edu-
cational programs that I see here at 
Eastern all the time.”
 Upon his retirement, the dean 
plans to teach an occasional course 
for the Educational Administration 
department, spend more time with 
family, travel and volunteer.
 “I have had the opportunity to 
work with a wonderful group of profes-
sional educators who have dedicated 
their lives and careers to education,” 
said Rohn. “I have greatly enjoyed 
assisting them as they have worked 
to impact the future. I will miss them 
all.”
 Dr. Mahmood Butt retired in 
December after 13 years of serving as 
chair of the department of Secondary 
Education and Foundations. 
 Butt’s duties included develop-
ing and reviewing long-range depart-
ment goals and objectives, providing 
leadership in curricular matters con-
cerning improvement of instruction 
and academic advisement, and encour-
aging professional development of fac-
ulty members through study, research, 
and participation in professional orga-
nizations. 
 Prior to coming to Eastern Il-
linois University, Butt served as chair 
of Teacher Education at Rockford Col-
lege. He received his doctorate from 
the University of Indiana in Blooming-
ton. 
 While at Eastern, Butt taught 
several courses: Curriculum and De-
velopment, Social Foundations for 
Educational Practice, Philosophy for 
Educational Practice and Comparative 
and International Education.
 Highly committed to interna-
tional education, Butt served as the 
Eastern contact for the COST program, 
which allows students to student teach 
abroad. He also served on the Inter-
national Programs Advisory Council 
(IPAC), as well as on the Council of 
University Planning and Budgeting.
 Butt was also highly instru-
mental in facilitating the accreditation 
process for the teacher education areas 
on campus.
 “We’ll miss his corporate 
knowledge most,” said Dr. Pat Few-
ell, the chair of the department of Sec-
ondary Education and Foundations. 
 “He had a great deal of knowl-
edge that was not written down because 
he did it for so long, not only within the 
department but with NCATE and ISBE 
accreditation for the college.”
 While Dr. Butt retired from 
Eastern, he has not yet retired from 
the world of academia. He is currently 
serving as Vice Chancellor of Allama 
Iqbala Open University in Pakistan. 
After Thirteen Years of Service,
Dr. Mahmood Butt Retires
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 Diane H. Jackman has been 
named the next dean of Eastern Illi-
nois University’s College of Educa-
tion and Professional Studies. 
 The appointment will be ﬁ nal-
ized once the university’s Board of 
Trustees grants Jackman tenure. That 
approval is expected to be given at the 
board’s next meeting, scheduled to 
take place April 24.
 Jackman will succeed Charles 
Rohn, who is retiring. The appoint-
ment will take effect July 1, 2006.
 “Dr. Jackman has a long and 
distinguished record in higher edu-
cation, both as an educator and as an 
administrator,” said Blair Lord, pro-
vost and vice president for academic 
affairs. “Because Eastern was ﬁ rst es-
tablished as a normal school, educa-
tion programs and the complementary 
professional studies programs in our 
College of Education and Profession-
al Studies are important for the uni-
versity.
 “I know that Dr. Jackman’s 
knowledge of state and national edu-
cation issues and her proven skill as an 
administrator will ensure that Eastern 
remains at the forefront in preparing 
teachers for service, both in Illinois 
and throughout the nation.”
 Jackman is no stranger to 
higher education in Illinois, having 
served as associate dean of the Col-
lege of Education at Northern Illinois 
University since September 2001.
 She previously served as 
chairwoman of the Department of 
Educational Studies at Radford Uni-
versity in Radford, Va., and has held 
teaching and directorship positions 
at North Dakota State University in 
Fargo, Oklahoma State University in 
Stillwater, the University of Minne-
sota in St. Paul and the University of 
Maine at Farmington.
She began her career teaching home 
economics in secondary schools at 
Beaver Dam, Wis.
 Her professional career has 
been complemented by an active re-
cord of scholarly publications, includ-
ing numerous journal submissions, 
and presentations at state, national 
and international levels. She also pos-
sesses a strong record of service to 
Northern and other organizations, of-
ﬁ ces and activities related to higher 
education. Grant proposals she has 
either authored or co-authored have 
garnered more than $220,000. 
 Jackman holds her doctorate 
in education from the University of 
Minnesota, and master’s and bache-
lor’s degrees in home economics edu-
cation from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stout.
Jackman to Succeed Rohn as CEPS Dean 
 Nick Lundin, a ﬁ rst-
year Physical Education 
teacher at Minooka Com-
munity High School, has 
found his early experiences 
as a teacher to be both chal-
lenging and rewarding.  
 Lundin, who ini-
tially chose to attend class-
es at Eastern because he 
wanted to run track at a col
lege level, was also attracted 
to the idea of a career working 
with young adults and coach-
ing. In fact, Lundin speciﬁ -
cally chose to earn a teaching 
certiﬁ cate in secondary educa-
tion because of the opportunity 
to coach at the high school 
level. He currently coaches 
track and ﬁ eld at Minooka.
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 4] 
A Teacher’s First Year Experience
Nick Lundin reﬂ ects 
on his  ﬁ rst year of 
teaching and coaching.
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5]  
 Lundin, who also minored in 
Driver Education, currently teaches 
Leisure Lifetime, Behind the Wheel 
and Driver Ed. Additionally, he holds 
practice or coaches a game every day 
after school.
 He owes much of his success 
during his ﬁ rst year of teaching to his 
experiences at Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity. 
 “The faculty at Eastern was 
unbelievably helpful,” he said. 
 “I notice that a lot of the ideas 
that I come up with in the classroom 
generate from classes I took at East-
ern.”
 However, Eastern couldn’t 
prepare Lundin for the long hours he 
spends both teaching and coaching.
Yet, Lundin has found that adjusting 
to the behavior of teenagers to be the 
most challenging.
 “Teenagers are very opinionat-
ed, blunt, open, hormonal…They don’t 
like to be told what to do,” said Lundin. 
 “I try to keep in perspective 
that I used to think the same thing.”
 Lundin credits the combina-
tion of teacher preparation, coaching 
potential and a mentoring program 
for his successful transition into the 
teaching profession.
 “I feel very fortunate to be 
offered a job at a great school,” 
said Lundin. “We have an unbeliev-








 Dr. Marylin Lisowski, profes-
sor of elementary education, has been 
awarded the Illinois Environmental 
Educator of the Year Award for 2006. 
The award, which is granted by the 
Environmental Educators Association 
of Illinois (EEAI), recognizes the ef-
forts of an educator who has delivered 
the environmental education message 
to the public. 
 Lisowski was chosen as the 
recipient of the award because she de-
veloped an innovative special event; 
reached a record number of people 
(students); wrote quality brochures, 
trail guides, curricula; implemented 
creative classroom projects; or pro-
duced an outstanding audio-visual 
program.
 “This award touched me deep-
ly since my teachers and colleagues 
thought so highly of me to recommend 
me for this great honor,” she said.
 Lisowski, who has been an en-
vironmental educator for 38 years, has 
taught science at the elementary, mid-
dle school and high school levels in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Florida and 
was the director of a research station 
in the Bahamas. 
 During her 19 years teach-
ing at Eastern, Lisowski has success-
fully written and received funding for 
41 grants that focused on science and 
environmental teaching strategies and 
projects for teachers and their stu-
dents. 
 The professor has participated 
in many professional organizations 
and associations, which include the 
EEAI, the National Association for En-
vironmental Education and the Sierra 
Club, Nature Conservancy, Union for 
[CONTINUED TO PAGE 9]
Lisowski Named Illinois’
Environmental Educator
of the Year 2006
Dr. Lisowski was honored in 2006 by 
the EEAI for her contributions to 
environmental education.
The oldest son of a former 
Eastern Illinois University president 
has donated $250,000 to fund EIU 
scholarships in his parents’ names. 
 The substantial gift from John 
Buzzard of Greenville, N.C., will 
beneﬁ t students through the Robert 
G. Buzzard Presidential Memorial 
Scholarship and the Irene Couchman 
Buzzard Scholarship.
 “Charleston was their life, and 
Eastern Illinois University was cer-
tainly their life,” Buzzard said. “I have 
strong feelings for the university and 
the community. As I get older, I ap-
preciate more and more what they’ve 
done for me.”
 The family’s involvement 
with Eastern actually began with Mrs. 
Buzzard, who graduated from a two-
year course at Eastern Illinois State 
Normal School in 1916. Years later, 
when John Buzzard was in seventh 
grade, the family moved to Charleston 
when his father became president of 
the university. The children enrolled 
in the Eastern’s model school. 
 “It was a very good educa-
tion and a wonderful community
to be raised in,” Buzzard said. 
 “It holds very, very fond mem-
ories for all of us.”
 Buzzard, who remembers the 
hardships people faced during the De-
pression, said he feels fortunate to be 
able to provide a gift that honors his 
parents while also helping EIU stu-
dents to afford an education.
 “Unfortunately, there are still 
some who need some help, and this 
is a way Mother and Dad would have 
approved of,” Buzzard said. “It was 
my privilege to be able to leave a con-
tribution.”
 Robert Guy Buzzard served 
as Eastern’s president from 1933 to 
1956, when the new lab school was 
named Robert G. Buzzard Laboratory 
School. It is now known as Buzzard 
Hall.
 The Robert G. Buzzard 
Presidential Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded annually to a full-time 
undergraduate student enrolled in 
teacher education. The recipient must 
demonstrate potential for scholarship, 
leadership and service within the ﬁ eld 
of education.  
 The Irene Couchman Buzzard 
Scholarship is given annually to a full-
time art major. Preference is given to 
students demonstrating excellence in 
crafts (ceramics, metalsmithing and 
weaving areas within the College of 
Arts and Humanities).
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 The former head of the Illinois 
Principals Association is returning to 
his native Charleston to teach the next 
generation of school administrators.
 Eastern Illinois University ear-
lier this month hired John Dively Jr. to 
teach in the educational administration 
department. 
 Dively, a veteran administrator 
whose parents were longtime educa-
tors in Charleston, will also cultivate 
relationships between EIU and area 
schools, as well as the IPA.
 “Hopefully my experiences and 
my background will help me mold fu-
ture educators,” Dively said.
 His connections to the area are 
numerous.
 Dively’s father was the Charles-
ton junior high school principal for 35 
years, while his mother, Joyce, taught 
at Charleston High School for many 
years.
 Meanwhile, his brother, Joe Di-
vely, is an executive with Consolidated 
Communications in Mattoon.
 John Dively Jr. began his 
career as a teacher, but decided instead to 
pursue a career in law.
 After law school, he worked 
both as the city attorney and as an 
assistant state’s attorney for Coles 
County. 
 But despite the enjoyment of 
practicing law, Dively and his wife, 
Ronda, opted to go in a “different direc-
tion” -- a return to education.
 Dively became dean of stu-
dents in 1990 at the high school in 
Lincoln. After a stint as an assistant 
principal in the Joliet area, he moved 
to Carbondale after his wife was hired as 
an English professor by Southern Illinois 
University. Dively assumed the job of 
principal at Carbondale Community 
High School in 1994, a post he held for the 
next decade. 
 In 2004, the IPA asked 
him to become the association’s 
executive director. Dively still 
works as a consultant for the IPA.
He will teach a class at EIU over the 
summer, and then begin full time at the 
Charleston university in the fall.
 “It’s kind of funny how life 
turns out sometimes, but I couldn’t be 
more pleased than I am now to come 
back and work with the College of Edu-
cation,” Dively said.
 According to Charles Rohn, 
dean of the college, Dively was selected 
following a nationwide search brought 
on by the expansion of the Educational 
Administration Department to meet a 
growing demand for principals and su-
perintendents.
 “Eastern has a reputation around 
the state for having a very strong educa-
tional administration program,” Rohn 
said. “We’re very pleased to have Dr. 
Dively join a very strong faculty in this 
department.”
 Ronda Dively will continue in 
her capacity at SIUC, and the Divelys 
likely will reside in the Efﬁ ngham area, 
John Dively said.
 “I feel there are some great 
years ahead of us in terms of our ability 
to help shape future educators,” he said. 
“We’re excited.”
Former Principals Association 
Director becomes EIU Professor 
Dr. John Dively begins his teaching career at 
Eastern Illinois University this summer, in the 
department of Educational Administration.
 A retired teacher who lived 
frugally but dreamed big has taught 
one ﬁ nal, lasting lesson in generosity 
and loyalty by leaving her entire six-
ﬁ gure estate to her alma mater, East-
ern Illinois University. 
 Mildred Grush Timmons, who 
died last March at the age of 96, spec-
iﬁ ed that her entire $324,352 fortune 
be used to create the Mildred Grush 
Timmons American Regionalists Col-
lection at EIU’s Tarble Arts Center.
 “The endowment will have 
a major and lasting impact upon the 
Tarble Arts Center and its ability to 
build upon its American Regionalists 
Collection, which will enhance East-
ern’s well-established reputation as an 
institution committed to the advance-
ment of the arts,” said James Johnson, 
dean of the EIU College of Arts and 
Humanities.
 “It’s a nice nexus of her inter-
ests and our needs coming together so 
that we’re able to build on an aspect 
of a collection that was already there,” 
Watts said.
 The strong relationship be-
tween Timmons and the Tarble Arts 
Center took root in the early 1980s, 
when Timmons toured the new facil-
ity. The visit left a lasting impression 
on both parties.
 “It really is moving, and it 
shows her magnanimous quality that, 
even with her relatively modest back-
ground, she would establish this en-
dowment for us,” Watts said.
 The endowment fund will 
allow the Tarble Arts Center to re-
ceive nearly $14,000 annually, start-
ing in the fall of 2007. Timmons also 
gave the university $9,700 worth of 
woven rugs and silver jewelry from 
the Southwest, and they have been 
added to the Tarble Arts Center’s col-
lection.
 The endowment will allow the 
university and community at large to 
see, study and become familiar with 
artists such as Grant Wood, Thomas 
Hart Benton, John Sloan and John 
Steuart Curry, Johnson said.
 Timmons had a love for EIU 
and for artwork from this period, par-
ticularly Wood’s depictions of Iowa 
country sides with cornﬁ elds. 
 Timmons, an only child, was 
born in 1909. After graduating from 
Mt. Morris High School, she received 
a two-year certiﬁ cate from Northern 
Illinois State Teachers College. She 
taught in Lombard until 1932, when 
she enrolled at Eastern Illinois State 
Teachers College; she graduated with 
honors with a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education in 1934.
 She retired from teaching in
1974, but went on to serve as a
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 9] 
 7
Alumna Leaves Nearly $325,000 
to Fund Art Collection at Tarble
 8
 Eastern students majoring in 
education regularly attend Charleston 
schools as a part of their course re-
quirements to gain hands-on teaching 
experience. 
 Students observe teachers in 
the classroom, participate in practi-
cum where they are assigned speciﬁ c 
teaching duties and work as student 
teachers teaching their own classes.
 Students gain experience at 
schools throughout Charleston includ-
ing Carl Sandburg Elementary, Jeffer-
son Elementary, Charleston Middle 
School, and Charleston High School.
 Debbie Pofﬁ nbarger, princi-
pal of Jefferson Elementary School 
in Charleston, said that around 38 
Eastern students attend classes in the 
school every day along with an addi-
tional 15 students that participate in 
their after school program.
 The after school program is a 
requirement for some education ma-
jors at Eastern, but many students 
continue to participate after their re-
quirements are fulﬁ lled because they 
enjoy working with the children.
 “We are very thankful for the 
after school program with the EIU 
students,” said Pofﬁ nbarger.
 Pofﬁ nbarger added that hav-
ing Eastern students in the classroom 
can be a beneﬁ t to Charleston teach-
ers by helping them to maximize the 
learning process.
 “We get a huge beneﬁ t from 
our EIU kids,” said Pofﬁ nbarger.
 Scott Beyer, a sophomore el-
ementary education major, has ob-
served at schools in Charleston and 
Mattoon. Being a part of an actual 
classroom setting has given Beyer 
insight into what really goes on in a 
classroom.
 “Getting to see it live is bet-
ter,” Beyer said. “You can take away 
what you want to do and what you 
don’t want to do in the classroom.” 
 Beth Simison, a senior special 
education major, has gained hands-
on classroom experience at schools 
in Charleston, Mattoon, Paris, Villa 
Grove and Humboldt. She agrees that 
being a part of an actual classroom 
setting gives students the opportunity 
to see what methods teachers really 
use.      
 “It’s really the only way to put 
all the theory we learn in class into 
action. No one way of teaching is 
always right, so it’s important to 
be out there seeing what actually goes 
on and being able to adapt to what you 
do,” said Simison.
 Simison also believes that the 
classes beneﬁ t from the contributions 
Eastern students make.
 “College students bring in 
some new ideas,” said Simison. 
“But more importantly, it’s an ex-
tra person there to work with kids 
who are struggling or who are a little 
ahead and need more challenging 
work.” 
 Students are assigned to 
classrooms by professors or through 
the school themselves based on 
the availability of teachers and the 
type of environment that best meets 
the student’s needs. Students wishing 
to student teach in Charleston must 
also submit their resumes to the  schools 
for review. Certain restrictions do
 [CONTINUED ON PAGE 9] 
Dawn Vangunten talks to her Educational Foun-
dations class about their upcoming group projects 
Tuesday evening in Buzzard Hall. (Photo by Eric 
Hiltner/The Daily Eastern News)
Eastern students leave impact on local schools
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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8]
apply for students and teachers partic-
ipating in the program, such as teach-
ers must have a year of teaching ex-
perience before they can be observed 
and only two students can observe at a 
time. Students must also provide their 
professors with documentation from 
their teachers that they are meeting 
the requirements for the program.
 Carol Lawson, a secretary 
at Charleston High School, said that 
between ﬁ ve and 10 Eastern students 
observe in the school every week, 
and three to seven students partici-
pate in student teaching during the 
semester along with several students 
conducting their practicum at the 
school. Lawson said that Charleston 
schools receive more college students 
participating in their education pro-
gram than schools without the beneﬁ t 
of a college campus located nearby. 
She cited “transportation purposes” 
as one of the main reasons so many 
Eastern students choose to fulﬁ ll their 
course requirements at Charleston 
schools.
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7]
volunteer in the gift shop of Holy 
Cross Hospital and the Multi-State 
Program for the Blind, both in Salt 
Lake City.
 “She was always willing to 
share her fond memories of Eastern 
and her love for teaching and the 
arts,” Johnson said. “Her gift to the 
university is a reﬂ ection of her car-
ing attitude and commitment to share 
with others those things, which she 
believed enhanced our daily lives.”
 In 1990, she was inducted into 
EIU’s Livingston C. Lord Society, for 
graduates who have celebrated their 
50-year class reunion.
 That same year, Timmons set 
up a living trust, which gave her the 
peace of mind of knowing she had 
access to the principal as needed, but 
that ultimately, her entire estate would 
go to EIU.
 “Although she lived on Social 
Security and a teacher’s pension, she 
put plans in place to make this dream 
come to life upon her passing,” said 
Karla J. Evans, executive director of 
development at EIU.
 Timmons watched her ﬁ nances 
closely, worried about “maximizing” 
the amount that would eventually go 
to EIU. “She would say, ‘I want East-
ern to get every penny,’” Evans said.
The gift helped EIU reach its $10 
million “You Are EIU” fund-raising 
goal earlier this year. The three-year 
campaign reached its goal about ﬁ ve 
months early.
 “It is through planned gifts 
such as Mildred’s that persons of be-
nevolent intent can make ultimate gifts 
without the outright means to do so,” 
Evans said. “Mildred was a teacher in 
every way. Now she has left a lesson 
for others to learn.”
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4] 
Concerned Scientists and the World 
Wildlife Fund.
 Lisowski has been leading 
ﬁ eld programs throughout the United 
States and internationally.  She has 
conducted ﬁ eld excursions and expe-
ditions for both students and teachers 
since the 1970s.  
 Locations of study have in-
cluded South America, Europe, Cen-
tral America, Africa, New Zealand, 
China and the Caribbean.
 “Each and every person can 
make a difference and many have 
done their part and give hope to all 
of us who work for the good of our 
planet,” Lisowski said. 
 “I feel that one of the most 
signiﬁ cant contributions is empow-
ering teachers to lead their students 
directly into the environment so 
that nature can open its myriad ways 
of learning to the students.”
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 Eastern Illinois University’s 
Graduate School and Ofﬁ ce of Re-
search and Sponsored Programs 
(ORSP) recently honored dozens of 
individuals, including those respon-
sible for bringing in $8 million-plus 
in external funding. 
 ORSP, which helps EIU fac-
ulty and staff with applications, ne-
gotiations and procurement of grant 
funding, co-sponsored a recognition 
reception, which recognized individ-
uals from many different disciplines 
within the university. Although the 
projects differed widely in scope, all 
were consistent with the mission and 
role of the university, and included 
research, creative activity, acquisi-
tion of equipment, construction and 
improvement of facilities, and public 
service. 
 Michael Strader, director of the 
Peacemeal Senior Nutrition Program, 
received the Edwin L. May Award for 
his outstanding achievements in ob-
taining external funding. This award 
is given each year to a member of the 
university community who has dem-
onstrated extraordinary success in se-
curing external support for research, 
public service or creative activity. 
 Other honorees recognized for 
their efforts toward the acquisition 
of externally funded grants are Peter 
Andrews, David Bell, Richard Berg, 
Jonathan Blitz, Douglas Bower, Doug 
Brandt, Ann Brownson, Robert Ches-
nut, Charles Costa, Sandra Cox, Daniel 
Crews, Jeffrey Cross, Steven Daniels, 
Jeanne Dau, Mona Davenport, Eric 
Davidson, Robert Fischer, Ann Fritz, 
Mary Herrington-Perry, David John, 
Johnson Kuma, Marylin Lisowski, 
Marina Marjanovic, Becky Markwell, 
Scott Meiners, Linda Moore, Linda 
Morford, Kathryn Morice, Stephen 
Mullin, Britto Nathan, Thomas Nel-
son, Nick Osborne, Thomas Over, 
Jayne Ozier, Charles Pederson, Re-
becca Peebles, Gary Reed, Gail Rich-
ard, Denis Roche, Charles Rohn, 
Richard Rossi, Kathlene Shank, Wil-
liam Slough, Vanessa Sneed, Michael 
Strader, Rebecca Throneburg, Gordon 
Tucker, Nancy VanCleave, Andrew 
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 11]
EIU Faculty, Staff Recognized for 
Grant-Seeking Successes
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Wall and Michael Watts. 
 ORSP also administers state-
appropriated funds that the university 
internally allocates for research and 
creative activity. Those recipients also 
were recognized during the grants rec-
ognition reception. 
 Among those honored were 
the recipients of the Graduate Dean’s 
Awards of Excellence – awards pre-
sented to the individuals who submit 
the most highly rated proposals for 
internal funding. The recipient of the 
award for best proposal in the 2005-
2006 competition for Council on Fac-
ulty Research funding was Scott Mei-
ners, assistant professor of biological 
sciences. Paul Switzer, associate pro-
fessor of biological sciences, received 
the Graduate Dean’s Award for his 
2005 Summer Research proposal. 
 Recipients of the 2005 Sum-
mer Research and Creative Activity 
Grants, supporting projects carried out 
during the summer of 2005, are Lilian 
Barria, Eric Bollinger, Ke-Hsin Jenny 
Chi, Ann Coddington, Daneen Dep-
tula, Crystal Yan Lin, Peter Ping Liu, 
Zhiwei Liu, Marina Marjanovic, Ra-
jit Mazumder, Christine McCormick, 
Francine McGregor, Stephen Mullin, 
David Raybin, David Radavich, Ste-
ven Roper, Nora Pat Small, Paul Swit-
zer, Richard Wilkinson, Joseph Wil-
liams and Christopher Wixson. 
 Recipients of the 2005-2006 
Council on Faculty Research Grants 
are Eric Bollinger, Gary Bulla, Julie 
Campbell, Janice Coons, Steven Dan-
iel, Ann Fritz, Hui Li, Zhiwei Liu, Scott 
Meiners, Stephen Mullin, Jason Nel-
son, Charles Pederson, Scott Tremain, 
Mukti Upadhyay, Kraig Wheeler and 
Jie Zou. These grants supported proj-
ects conducted during the 2005-2006 
academic year and, in many cases, in-
cluded student participation. 
 Recipients of the 2006 Tech-
nology in Research and Scholarship 
Awards are Rebecca Cook, Peter Ping 
Liu, John Looby, Scott Meiners and 
Keith Wright. These awards are giv-
en annually to individuals who have 
made exemplary use of technology in 
research or creative activity.
Administrative Changes take place in CEPS
 The College of Education and Professional Studies announces three 
changes in its administrative team, effective spring semester 2006. Patricia 
Fewell is the new chair of the Department of Secondary Education and Founda-
tions, effective Jan. 1. Nick Osborne has been named acting chair, while Doug 
Bower will serve as acting assistant chair of the Department of Early Child-
hood, Elementary and Middle Level Education, effective Feb. 16, and continu-
ing through June 30, 2007. 
Eastern Illinois University
Summer College for Teachers 2006
Register Now!
http://www.eiu.edu/~ceps/summer
For additional information, contact:
EIU School of Continuing Education 
217-581-5114.
SUMMER COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS is an 
Eastern Illinois University initiative designed 
in response to requests from area teachers for 
courses in their content area or for courses that 
will enhance their teaching skills.  Eastern has a 
long tradition of preparing teachers and offering 


















Dr. Lucia Schroeder has been chosen 
to participate in the International Ox-
ford Round Table for Reading which 
will be held at the University of Ox-
ford, England in July 2006. Discussion 
will center on research and programs 
related to reading at an international 
level. 
Dr. Marylin Lisowski was selected to 
serve on the National Science Teach-
ers Association’s inaugural Interna-
tional Advisory Council. The task of 
the council will be to promote inter-
national science education initiatives 
and collaborative projects. Her term 
will extend through 2009.
Seven EIU pre-service teachers and 
Dr. Andrew M. White presented two 
workshops on Thursday, Feb. 16, 
2006, at Southern Illinois University 
-Carbondale’s annual mathematics 
conference. The workshops, titled 
“Making Connections” demonstrated 
to teachers how children’s literature 
and mathematics work together. The 
ﬁ rst workshop featured the Indian 
story, “Knots on a Counting Rope” 
and included books and activities 
for children in Grades 1-6 while the 
second workshop highlighted books 
and activities for Grades 7-8 and 
was centered around “The Legend of 
Paul Bunyan.” Pre-service teachers 
making the presentation were Aaron 
Crutchﬁ eld, Billy Gherardini, Donna 
Jurinek, Stacy Livengood, Tim Mc-
Ginness, Andrea Purvis, and Jason 
Van Pelt. The EIU group was the only 
student group invited to present at the 
conference.
Four graduate students in college stu-
dent affairs recently attended the win-
ter meeting of the Great Lakes College 
and University Housing Association 
at Camp Tecumseh in Indiana. Tim 
Schmidt serves on the Residential 
Facilities Systems Committee, Cathy 
Passananti and Jennifer Copes serve 
on the Awards and Recognition Com-
mittee, and Sara Schaller is on the 
Gender Education and Resources 
Awareness Committee. The students 
participated in a planning session 
for the November 2006 GLACUHO 
Conference, where they are expected 
to present.
Mary Kate Lobough, Graduate Stu-
dent in College Student Affairs, and 
Mitch Forney, an EIU Junior, were 
chosen to present at the Mid-Ameri-
can Greek Council Association Con-
ference in Rosemont, Ill., Feb. 16 to 
19. They presented and facilitated a 
three-day session on Membership De-
velopment in Greek Life Chapters and 
Councils. Mitch Forney, President of 
the EIU chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
and a member of the EIU Swim Team, 
was one of the only undergraduate 
faculty members at the conference at-
tended by more than 1,500 fraternity 
and sorority leaders. 
Dr. Andrew M. White and pre-ser-
vice teachers Aaron Crutchﬁ eld, Jil-
lian Eastin, Billy Gherardini, Katie 
Hodgetts, Donna Jurinek, Stacy Liv-
engood, Tim McGinness, Andrea 
Purvis, and Jason Van Pelt presented 
two hands-on workshops to primary 
grade children at the Math Fair which 
was held at Carl Sandburg School in 
Charleston on Thursday night, Feb. 
23. The Math Energy Club of EIU 
was the sponsor of the event. The 
two presentations were based on the 
children’s book “Knots on A Count-
ing Rope.” Children attending the 
presentations watched a dramatiza-
tion of the book by the EIU students 
and then participated in a “counting 
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sticks game” played by the Plains 
Indians years ago. Children and adults 
“made” their own sticks for the game 
and then were instructed how to play 
it before actually playing against their 
parents, in many cases.
Dr. Andrew M. White showed el-
ementary and middle school teachers 
how to use problem-solving strategies 
in their classrooms to assist students 
in their understanding of various 
problem types. The workshop was 
part of the 49th Annual Conference 
on the Teaching of Mathematics held 
on Thursday in the MLK University 
Union. Demonstrations on “what to 
look for” using various strategies were 
stressed throughout the presentation.
Dr. Andrew M. White and seven pre-
service teachers presented a workshop 
at the 49th Annual Conference on the 
Teaching of Mathematics held in the 
MLK Union on campus last Thursday, 
March 2, 2006. The group presented 
skits which summarized children’s 
books and conducted mathematics ac-
tivities which connected the book to 
the mathematics. Pre-service teachers 
were Jillian Eastin, Katie Hodgetts, 
Donna Jurinek, Stacy Livengood, Tim 
McGinness, Courtney Peters, and An-
drea Purvis.
Dr. Marylin Lisowski was noti-
ﬁ ed that she was nominated from 
a pool of educators and scientists 
from all regions of Illinois, then was 
selected as Illinois Environmental 
Educator of the Year for 2006. 
Each year a person is hon-
ored to receive this recognition 
for their exceptional efforts of 
delivering the environmental educa-
tion message to the public throughout 
the state. An ofﬁ cial ceremony will be 
conducted in May where Dr. Lisowski 
will receive her award at a statewide 
conference on the environment.
Dr. Veronica P. Stephen, Professor, 
Early Childhood, Elementary, and 
Middle Level Education, published 
an article titled “Savage Inequalities 
in Illinois” in An Overview of Educa-
tion in Illinois section in the recently 
released Teachers, Schools, and Soci-
ety Illinois Version textbook. 
Dr. Veronica P. Stephen, Professor, 
Early Childhood, Elementary, and 
Middle Level Education, presented a 
session “The ‘Good’ Citizen: What 
Teachers are Doing to Promote Partic-
ipatory Citizenship in a Global Com-
munity,” at the Association of Teacher 
Educators’ 2006 Annual Meeting in 
Atlanta, Ga.
Scott A.G.M. Crawford, physical edu-
cation, had an “Issues” reaction piece 
published in the March 2006 Journal 
of Physical Education Recreation 
and Dance. The topic was, “In light 
of the editorial, ‘Dancers at Risk,’ 
what should the obligation of the ad-
ministration be for the rehabilitation 
of injured dancers in university pro-
grams?”
James Wallace, assistant professor of 
counseling and student development, 
participated in the Next Generation 
pre-conference panel on careers in 
student affairs at the American Col-
lege Personnel Association Confer-
ence, held in Indianapolis, Ind. Col-
lege student affairs graduate students 
presenting their research at the confer-
ence included Victoria Zeter and Rob-
in Zazove, “Hope Theory in Student 
Affairs”; Kevin Vicker, “Perceptions 
of Muslim International Students: 
Theory, Analysis and Application”; 
and Colleen Coffey, “Infusing Pro-
gram Evaluation in Practice: Evaluat-
ing a National Recruitment Program.” 
The conference was attended by more 
than 4,000 professionals in college 
student affairs.
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Andrew M. White and six pre-service 
teachers attended a Parent’s Night 
at North Ward Elementary School 
in Tuscola, Ill., on March 29, 2006
and gave two presentations -- one for 
ﬁ rst- and second-graders, and the sec-
ond for third- and fourth-graders, and 
their parents. The presentations 
were part of a Reading, Science 
and Math Night at the school. 
EIU students leading the workshops 
were Andrea Purvis, Donna Jurinek, 
Kathy Hodgetts, Courtney Peters, 
Jillian Eastin and Tim McGinness.
Scott A.G.M. Crawford, physical 
education, had an “Issues” piece 
that appeared in the April 2006 “Jour-
nal of Physical Education Recreation 
and Dance.” The topic was “When 
does an incident of student academic 
misconduct, within a professional 
preparation program, pass from 
‘ignore’ to ‘reprimand’ to ‘expel’?”
Marylin Lisowski presented two 
sessions at the National Science 
Teachers Association Convention, 
held in Anaheim, Calif., in April. 
The presentations were titled 
“Science and Technology in a 
Global Perspective” and “Profes-
sional Development---Serving on 
the NSTA Board and Council.” In 
addition, Lisowski participated in 
panels on international programs 
and nominations and elections for
the organization.
Chuck Eberly, counseling and student 
development, presented a session 
on the lifelong beneﬁ ts of fraterni-
ty/sorority membership to members 
of the Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy fraternity/sorority community on 
April 8.
Scott A.G.M. Crawford, physical 
education, had an essay titled, 
“Re-tracing a Career in Physical 
Education: Writing Forays as 
Road Markers Towards a ‘Grow-
ing Wise’ About Sport,” published 
in the Spring 2006, Vol. 57 issue of 
the “Illinois Journal for Health 
Physical Education Recreation and 
Dance.”
Andrew M. White, mathematics and 
computer science, and members of 
Math-Literature Connection played 
host to 52 eighth-graders from Olney 
Junior High School on April 19 in the 
Arcola/Tuscola Room of the MLK 
Jr. Union. The students were inter-
ested in learning how the Math-Lit 
group selects books, writes skits 
and ﬁ nds math activities to coor-
dinate with the books. Their inten-
tion was to learn from the EIU stu-
dents and return to Olney and do 
similar workshops for primary grade 
students. EIU students participating in 
the workshop were Tim McGinness, 
Courtney Peters, Aaron Crutchﬁ eld, 
Billy Gherardini, Katie Hodgetts, 
Donna Jurinek, Stacy Livengood and 
Jason Van Pelt. 
